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HAVING seen in (he Newry Te- 
legraph of the I2tb inst. some, 
animadversions on my " Remarks 
occasioned by reading a sermon, en- 
titled, ' The Times,' by S. Edgar*' 
as published in your Magazine for 
May last, I may briefly state, that 
nothing contained therein appears 
to me to possess sufficient weight tp 
induce me to alter my sentiments 
respecting the discourse in question, 
or to convince either me or any one 
else (hat my remarks are erroneous. 
Indeed why should it ? The au- 
thor uses no argument; it is chiefly 
ridicule. He ridicules my style, 
and what be is pleased to call my 



criticism. I aim not at high sound- 
jng language ; nor do I pretend to 
tny degree of proficiency in the 
exact rules of nice criticism ; my 
wish is simply to stale my senti- 
ments, and leave to others to form 
what opinion they please respecting 
them. 

The " Sermon" and my " Re- 
marks" are now before the public. 
Let the voice of impartiality judge 
of the fitness or deficiency of the 
latter in point of accuracy, and 
touching the former, whether a free 
discussion, conducted on the prin- 
ciples of sound reasoning and calm 
inquiry, would bear the author out 
in all the propositions he has ad- 
vanced, 

N.S. 
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ACCOUNT OP JAMES BRINDLEY, A SELF- 
INSTRUCTED GENIUS, AND INTRO- 
DUCER OF THE MODE OF ST1U. »'*• 
TER NAVIGATION. 

HPHE following account is extract- 
ed from Dr. Aiken's History of 
Manchester and ilsenvirons. It exhi- 
bits in a striking point of view, the 
energies of a vigorous mind, directed 
by accidental circumstances to a 
particular pursuit, and probably the 
mote strengthened bv being forced 
to encounter the difficulties of an 
unfavourable situation. Genius con- 
sists more in attention and indus- 
try applied to a certain point, than 
in any intuitive bent, as the wonder- 
mongers choose to define it. The 
same application differently direct- 
ed, would have made the subject 
of this memoir equally conspicu- 
ous in a very opposite line. The 
intention in selecting for republi- 



cation, the present relation it to 
stimulate youthful minds to a full 
exertion of their powers by afford- 
ing demonstrative kv >dence that no 
situation is so untavourable that 
it may not be overcome by patient 
industry. The aim is also to warn a- 
gainstlhe notion of<en so disrup- 
tive of perseverance, that genius 
must be born, and cannot be ac- 
quired. 

James Brindley was born at 
Tunswd in the parish of Wormhill, 
Derbyshire, in 1716. His father 
was a small fieehokier, who dis- 
sipated his property in company 
ami field-amusements, and neglected 
his family. In consequence, young 
Brindley was left destitute of even 
the common rudiments of education, 
and till the age of seventeen wag 
casually employed in rustic labours. 
At that period he bound himself 
apprentice to one Benuet, a mill- 



